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General Meeting—Tuesday 7 June at 7.30 p.m. via Zoom 
Speaker: Mark Bachmann, Managing Director/Founder, Nature Glenelg Trust 


Talk title: Nature Glenelg Trust—aims, history and success stories. 
General Meeting—Tuesday 5 July at 7.30 p.m. via Zoom 
Speaker: Peter Menkhorst, Zoologist at the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP)} 


Talk title: History of Koala conservation in Victoria. 


In the last few months we have welcomed to the club... 


Gabrielle O'Shea, Anglesea; Terri Howe, Whittington; Dianne Crawford and Roger Buckle, Lara; Juliet Doling, Geelong; 
Rowena Flynn, East Geelong; Angela Hawdon, Barwon Heads 


We wish them a long and happy association. 


Club Meetings and Excursions 


We plan to run a mixture of ‘Zoom and Room’ for club meetings, taking into account where the speaker is based and 
the season—winter events will mainly be via Zoom. 


For indoor meetings all participants must be at least double vaccinated and we will ask you to verify that. 
Check the club website, Facebook, or the email Newsletters for any last-minute changes to what may be listed in the 
Geelong Naturalist or the 2022 Program. 


Submissions to Geelong Naturalist 


Submissions for the next magazine will be due on Monday 27 June 
Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great helo—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—appropriately labelled, digital as .jog—to the editor. 
The editor for the July edition of the Geelong Naturalist is Alison Watson alisonw5//@gmail.com 


Useful Links 


Our website is www.gifnc.org.au. Anyone can visit, but if you wish to add observations you need to register. Just email 
info@ginc.org.au and ask for a username and temporary password. 


The website calendar is kept up to date with upcoming activities, and now includes more information on events. 
www.gfnc.org.au/meetings/calendar-all/ 


Many of our Zoom meetings have been recorded and are available for viewing if you missed out. It can take a few 
weeks for them to be posted as they need to be edited. You can find them at hittos://www.dropbox.com/ 


sh/6wnnoji3jsusw10/AABotwt9v6w-deaOZodoBiENTa?dl=0 


Recent copies of our magazine and bird report are available from Trove. The Geelong Naturalist is at bit.ly/ 
Geelong Naturalist and the Geelong Bird Report is bit.ly/BirdReport 


We have a Facebook Page open to all www.facebook.com/geelongfnc and a Facebook Group open to club members 
to share things www.facebook.com/groups/GeelongFNCGroup Just visit and ask to join. 


Our Instagram account is www.instagram.com/geelonafieldnaturalists/ 


We get most newsletters and journals from other clubs electronically these days. They are all saved at bit.ly/ 
GFENCJournals. The index to our Library is here bit.ly/GFNCLibrary 


The front cover photo, taken by Geoff Gates on 14/5/22, shows one of the Surf Coast's Powerful Owl pairs roosting 
together. Geoff notes ‘this is often a sign of imminent breeding’. As a postscript (4/6/22) on Geoff's last two observations 
he has ‘only seen the male and he has been roosting within 50 m of their hollow tree. | hope the female is in the nesting 
hollow’. 


The back cover photo by Lance Breguet shows a group of Pterostylis truncata Brittle Greenhood orchids, You Yangs 
24/5/22. Lance and Helen Schofield observed 20 flowers crowded together, almost hidden in rock fern. They also noted 
approx. 10 more flowers within 1—2 m of the larger group and commented ‘we have never seen such a tightly packed 
cluster before’. 


Geelong Ramsar Wetlands boundary review—take action now! 


ELWP (Department of Environment, Land, Water 

and Planning) has announced a pivotal enquiry into 
the boundaries of our local Port Philip Bay and Bellarine 
Peninsula Ramsar site that currently encompasses 
wetlands including Werribee Treatment Plant, parts of 
Avalon wetlands, Lake Connewarre and its surrounds, 
and Swan Bay. Port Phillip Bay (Western Shoreline) and 
Bellarine Peninsula Ramsar Site Boundary Review 
Project will examine 11 extra areas for possible 
addition to the current site, including such crucial 
wetlands as Avalon Saltworks and Moolap Saltworks, 
Lonsdale Lakes and numerous smaller sites that all 
enhance the vital ecological importance of the existing 
Ramsar area. 


We all have the capacity to complete the feedback 
surveys and really push for inclusion of all of these 
new sites into the current Ramsar boundary—the first 
such broad reaching review since 1982. The survey 
closes soon on Friday 10 June. 


Access the survey and information via this link https:// 


engage.vic.gov.au/port-phillip-bay-and-bellarine- 
peninsula-ramsar-site-boundary-review 


The additional new sites are divided into three groups 
clustered around the current Ramsar wetlands. Each of 
the three groups has its own feedback section so 
please complete all three—they are largely repetitive. 
You may have a particular interest in one site and could 
add further supportive reasons for inclusion. The DELWP 
website explains the Ramsar system, the current sites 


John Newman 


unique features that led to their inclusion in the original 
1982 proclamation and describes the new 11 sites and 
provides maps of their locations. 


Major locations such as part of Avalon Saltworks, Moolap 
oaltworks and Lonsdale Lakes Reserve are well 
recognised critical habitat for numerous species of 
migratory shorebirds in internationally significant 
numbers. These sites have not previously been included 
but they display a high carrying capacity for threatened 
species. Their location adjacent to listed wetlands makes 
them vital integral components of the current Ramsar site. 
Inclusion of these locations within the official boundary is 
imperative for their long-term protection. Completing the 
feedback forms will help achieve this outcome. The other 
smaller sites, including Karaaf Wetlands, all add 
important bird habitat, feeding and roosting zones that 
increase the effectiveness of the major sites. Many also 
hold valuable plant, mammal and reptile species that 
require protection in perpetuity. As well as their own 
ecological values, most sites also have capacity to allow 
for saltmarsh migration with future rising sea levels. 
Inclusion within the Ramsar boundary will allow these 
wetlands federal protection via the EPBC Act and unify 
site management. 


So please follow the link, read the short information page 
and complete each of the three feedback pages (one for 
each cluster of wetlands). This is our big chance to 
protect crucial local wetlands permanently. 


Report—Boneseeding, You Yangs 
28—29 May 2022 


= verybody likes positive news so let's start with the 
positives. The weather cooperated over the weekend 
making for pleasant conditions and eventually the outer 
layers of clothing had to be stripped off. 


Having cancelled three of our planned working bees 
during 2020-21 due to Covid-19, | was concerned that 
the amount of regrowth could exceed our capacity to 
control it and to bring the site back to Its pre-2020 state. 


Due to the May 2021 ‘best ever’ boneseed removal 
weekend, plus our follow up this past weekend, I'm very 
happy to say that the state of our site—given good 


Rod Beardsley 


attendance for the upcoming August outing—should see 
the GFNC hill back to its ‘best example’ status. 


A total of 10 people turned up for the Saturday session 
and three assisted on Sunday. My sincere thanks for the 
great effort from those folks which helped ‘tip the scales’ 
back in our favour—so to speak. Observing the weeding 
aftermath on Sunday was most satisfying and 

testament to the capacity of a few people. 


We would welcome more volunteers to join us next time; 
check your calendars and pencil in the dates. Our next 
Boneseed pull at the You Yangs will be held from 
2/-—28 August. 


Virtual Citizen Science video 


https://youtu.be/qLdVOO0Ombm-w 


Bellarine Catchment Network is excited to launch their newest video Virtual Citizen Science, which provides a brief look 
at how people can use the citizen science apps iNaturalist, FeralScan and ClimateWatch. The video was filmed by 
Remember The Wild hittps:/Awww.rememberthewild.org.au and is supported by Coastcare Victoria and the Victorian 


Government. 
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Excursion report—Brisbane Ranges: Anakie Gorge 
to Stony Creek picnic area 


24 April 2022 


A small group (15) of enthusiastic GFNC members; a 
visitor from Redlands, Qld.; and the Cook family 
(GFNC members who are also very active members of 
the Friends of the Brisbane Ranges) gathered in the 
Anakie Gorge car park at 9.30 a.m. on a mild and sunny 
morning. A primary discussion about the geology of this 
part of the park got tongues wagging. The discussion was 
followed by a brief historical chat from Colin Cook 
referencing the original construction of the Stony Creek 
reservoirs. 


We did a return walk from Anakie Gorge to the Stony 
Creek picnic area. A few enthusiastic participants stayed 
on for lunch after we returned from the walk. 


some history of the Anakie Gorge area 

The Brisbane Ranges National Park was proclaimed in 
1973. It has increased in size since then by the inclusion 
of significant tracts of previous State Forest, Barwon 
Water catchment land and the purchase of some private 
land (Parks Victoria 1997). 


As Geelong was growing during the mid-1800s, it became 
vital to have an adequate supply of clean water. The 
Barwon River was very polluted by industry and local 
waste water. It was decided to pipe a supply from the 
Brisbane Ranges area. An earthen dam at Upper Stony 
Creek was built in 1866—1867. Many tunnels and 
aqueducts were built, with flumes to carry water across 
gorges to a holding basin near Anakie. Flumes were later 
replaced by siphons. The Lower Stony Creek Reservoir 
was created from Portland cement in 1872. It was the first 
concrete dam in Australia and only the third such dam in 
the world (IPWEA 2018). Remains of the pipeline and 
tunnels are still visible as you walk through Anakie Gorge. 


The Anakie area contains many significant geological 
features. The area is part of the Lachlan Orogen that 
covers most of Victoria east of the Grampians. It was 
formed by deposition of sediments some 450 million 
years ago. Folding and faulting of the sediments occurred 
during the Silurian and Devonian periods. The granite that 
is exposed at outcrops along nearby Granite Road is part 
of the same plutonic intrusion as at the You Yangs which 
occurred during the Devonian period some 400 million 
years ago. Originally the magma would have been under 
many hundreds of metres of rock that has eroded over 
time. In more recent geological times, lava from erupting 
volcanoes formed a basalt cap over much of the existing 
area, with the Anakie hills being remnant scoria domes 
(Birch 2003). 


The Rowsley Fault runs south from around Bacchus 
Marsh and forms an escarpment along the eastern edge 
of the Brisbane Ranges. Further south, near Geelong, the 
fault becomes the Lovely Banks monocline. The fault is 
still considered to be active and small earthquakes have 
been detected from movements along the fault. As the 
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David Boyle and others 


land east of the fault subsided, streams formed steep 
gorges in the Brisbane Ranges, including Anakie Gorge. 
Erosion has exposed some of the older rock formations 
that were previously well below the surface (Birch 2003). 


The late Ted Errey made significant contributions to the 
identification of the flora of the Brisbane Ranges. In 1999, 
the GFNC worked with Parks Victoria to develop the eight 
km Ted Errey Nature Circuit walk through some of the 
sections of the park with the most spectacular flora. Many 
interpretive signs were designed to enhance the 
experience of walking the circuit. 


Major fires in 2006 devastated much of the Brisbane 
Ranges and in 2011 storms created flash flooding in 
Anakie Gorge, destroying many walking bridges and parts 
of the track. 


Plants 

As we commenced walking it was clearly evident that the 
tree development in many of the burnt areas (Eucalyptus 
spp. in particular) and growth is still in its post-2006 fire 
phase. Many species of both bipinnate and phyllodinous 
foliage Acacia spp. were well developed—especially the 
former. They had served their purpose as cover for the 
slower growth rate of Eucalyptus spp. saplings post-fire. 
We strolled past many pockets and copses of Eucalyptus 
polyanthemos ssp. vestita Red Box where hundreds of 
skinny saplings very close together battled for ground 
Space and light, with only superior plants making a dash 
skyward. 


Some other notable trees present were Eucalyptus ovata 
var. ovata Swamp Gum, £. tricarpa Red Ironbark, E. 
viminalis ssp. viminalis Manna Gum and £E. leucoxylon 
ssp. pruinosa Yellow Gum. Notable wattles present were 
Acacia dealbata Silver Wattle, A. mearnsii Black Wattle 
and the ubiquitous Acacia pycnantha Golden Wattle. 
Some shrubs along the trail comprised Teucrium 
corymbosum Forest Germander, Melicytus dentatus Tree 
Violet, Goodenia ovata Hop Goodenia and the very 
uncommon to rare Olearia pannosa ssp. cardiophylla 
Velvet Daisy-bush. Thanks to Wendy Cook for 
highlighting the location of two of these plants (listed as 
Vulnerable in Victoria). Cassinia sp. was scattered in the 
background and lastly omnipresent was Pomaderris 
prunifolia Prunus Pomaderris and Pomaderris aspera 
Hazel Pomaderris. 


Grasses adorned the sides of the trail. some notables 
observed were Microlaena stipoides var. stipoides 
Weeping Grass, Poa /abillardierei Common Tussock 
Grass, Austrostipa sp. Spear Grass and Rytidosperma 
sp. Wallaby Grass. Lomandra longifolia and other species 
of very small forms were noted as well. Bog and sedge 
plants were represented by Juncus sp. and lastly a 
wonderfully thick stand of Carex appressa Tall Sedge 
greeted us upon our arrival to Stony Creek picnic area. 


Excursion observations 


Plant List 


Dicotyledons 
Acacia dealbata Correa reflexa (green flowers)* Goodenia ovata 
Acacia implexa Einadia hastata Melicytus dentatus 


_Melicytus dentatus  _ 
Cassiaaculeata | Eucalyptus trcapa" J OOOO 
‘Clematis microphylla | Glycine clandestine” [SS 
Microlaena stipoides var. stipoides 
Pa abilerderei var Tabierdeei 
ooo opema SS 


Note: * Plants in flower 


A few fungi 

Schizophyllum commune 

Gymnopilus junonius 

Fomitopsis lilacinogilva (also seems to have the name Rhodofomitopsis lilacinogilva) 
Amanita Sp. 


Bird List 


Count | Species | Count [Species | Count 


Species 
‘Laughing Kookabura | 1 | RedWatllebird | 8 | Australian Magpie | 2 
‘Suiphur-orested Cockatoo | 1 | While-napedHoneyeater | 8 | GreyFantal | 8 
‘Crimson Rosela | 6 | SpottedPardalote | 9 | Australian Raven | 2 
Welcome Swallow 
‘YellowfacedHoneyeater | 3 | GreyShrkethrush |4 | p 
‘Yellow-tuftedHoneyeater | 6 | GoldenWhister | 6 | ù| 


ree NI 


Yellow-tufted Honeyeater Olearia pannosa ssp. cardiophylla Velvet Daisy-bush 


Photo: John Beckworth Photo: David Boyle 
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Previous GFNC excursions to the area: 


e Ted Errey Nature Circuit, Brisbane Ranges National 
Park, 16 September 2018 

e Brisbane Ranges National Park, 17 September 201 7 

e Anakie Gorge and Wurdi Youang stone arrangement, 
21 June 2015. 


Geelong Field Naturalists Club Environment Fund—update 


The club operates a Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) 
Fund to provide tax effective means for members and the 
public to make donations to support the club's purposes. 
Late in 2021 the Fund received a generous anonymous 
donation. The Fund advertised a call for projects and 
activities that could be supported by the fund in 2022 and 
subsequent years. A number of worthy proposals were 
received and the Fund Management Committee decided 
to support three projects for funding in 2022. 


Improving the field efficiency of a large-scale research 


program in the Carlisle Heath, Victoria 
PhD Student. Mark Le Pla, Conservation Ecology Centre. 


Support has been provided for the first year at $3700. An 
evaluation is required at the end of year one with a view 
to funding a similar amount in year two. Funding will be 
used to source accommodation close to the research site 
to substantially reduce travel times and allow efficient use 
of the researcher's time in the field. Mark Le Pla has 
recently begun his PhD studies investigating the response 
of predators and prey to fire in the Carlisle Heath—a 
stronghold for several threatened mammal species in 
Victoria. 


MacKillop Education Mindful Twitchers 
Project Supervisor. Kerrin Whiting (Teacher) 


Funding has been provided to purchase a class set of 


‘Rye ee 
E AON AL oie Pr; 
IVA Bia Se. Ee 
a. 


feathers, Bacchus Marsh 9/5/22. 
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Crested Pigeons enjoying a light sprinkle of rain. One alternately raised its wings and the other raised its back and wing 


David Boyle 


binoculars and bird field guides (up to $2159). In addition, 
the club provided four binoculars currently held for juniors 
as a Starting point for this activity. A number of club 
members have also generously donated bird guide books 
and binoculars. This activity will support small class 
birdwatching excursions (max. eight students) in the 
Geelong area for birdwatching. MacKillop Education 
caters for students (6 to 18 years) with diverse and 
complex needs. 


Ecology of Powerful Owls Ninox strenua in different 


land-use types 
PhD student. Nicholas Carter, Deakin University. 


Funding of $6000 to purchase GPS and radio trackers 
has been committed from the Environment Fund. The 
GFNC Committee has also agreed to provided $1500 to 
assist with field work travel costs. This will assist with a 
PhD program investigating Powerful Owl spatial ecology 
in the Geelong region. 


Opportunities for club members to assist in these projects 
may arise from time to time. 


If you have any questions regarding these projects, 
please feel free to contact members of the Fund 
Management committee or the GFNC Committee. The 
Management Committee comprises David Boyle 
(Chairman), Barry Lingham and Graham Possingham. 


-= pa ag z 
<2. Ti R i ' s 
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Photos: Marilyn Hewish 


Bird Group excursion report—Cecil Track and Woodlands Track, 
Gum Flats Road, Anglesea 


28 April 2022 


he weather was mild and overcast aS we commenced 

walking along Gum Flats Road towards Cecil Track. 
In the tall trees and vegetation could be heard Eastern 
opinebills, Yellow-faced Honeyeaters, White-eared 
Honeyeaters and lots of Red Wattlebirds. A sharp-eyed 
member of our group saw and photographed a Collared 
Sparrowhawk sitting high in the tree canopy. 


We entered Woodland Track and proceeded into the 
reserve. Parks Victoria are turning this section of the 
Anglesea heath into a public camping area (fees will 
apply) and have marked areas they will be working on. 
Because this reserve was once home to the Geelong 
Rifle Club, there are wide open areas surrounded by 
forest. Some of the old rifle range has been covered by 
new trees over the past 20 years. At the moment, there 
are a few waterholes still containing water. 


The overwhelming bird sounds were from Red 
Wattlebirds which dominate the area. There were only a 
few trees in blossom and Crescent Honeyeaters, New 
Holland Honeyeaters, White-naped Honeyeaters and 
Brown-headed Honeyeaters were sighted. Near one of 
the waterholes, one of our group spotted a female Pink 
Robin, which caused some excitement. We searched for 
another sighting but weren't successful. 


Cheryl West Lau 


In the tree-filled boundaries of the reserve, we could hear 
Laughing Kookaburras and Australian Magpies. A flock of 
Crimson Rosellas were flying around in the tree canopies. 


A number of Eastern Spinebills were seen and heard. 
Each year the Eastern Spinebills return to the Surf Coast 
to spend winter, arriving at the end of March and 
remaining until the end of August/early September. There 
is always one who visits my garden in Torquay and | get 
so excited when | hear its call in autumn. | wonder if they 
migrate from Tasmania and the Bass Strait islands, or if 
they come down from the mountain areas, as suggested 
in my Morecombe's field guide? 


A Fan-tailed Cuckoo was heard calling, as well as Grey 
Butcherbirds, a Grey Currawong and Yellow Robins. We 
all enjoyed walking in this lovely, peaceful area and it will 
make a wonderful campground. Personally, | would rather 
it remained as it was, left to nature, the birds, and the 
kangaroos that are keeping the grass trimmed in the 
reserve. 


There was not a vast number of birds, apart from the Red 
Wattlebirds, but we did see and hear some interesting 
species. A total of 33 species was recorded. 


Fan-tailed Cuckoo Yellow-faced Honeyeater Australian Magpie 


Brown Goshawk Red Wattlebird 


Grey Currawong 


Collared Sparrowhawk Crescent Honeyeater Black-faced Cuckooshrike 


Laughing Kookaburra 
Galah 


Eastern Spinebill 
, — 


Eastern Spinebill 


New Holland Honeyeater 


Grey Shrikethrush 


White-eared Honeyeater Golden Whistler 


Galan 
= OAT 


Crescent Honeyeater, female (probable) 


Photos: Karyn Brown 
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White-throated Treecreeper in the Geelong Region 


Richard Alcorn 
White-throated Treecreeper at Anglesea Heath, Cictober 2017 
Photo: David Tytherleigh 
he White-throated Treecreeper Cormobates In the Geelong region, White-throated Treecreepers are 
leucophaea inhabits forests and woodlands of coastal common in the forests and woodlands of the Surf Coast 
plains, ranges and inland slopes and plains of the Great and Otway Ranges, and in the forests and woodlands of 
Divide. It is found throughout Victoria except the Mallee the ranges to the north of Geelong (see Map 1). 


(Higgins et al. p. 198). 
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Map 1 Locations where White-throated Treecreeper were observed in the Geelong region for the period 2017—2021 (eBird) 


The Surf Coast/Otway Ranges population appears to be vegetation corridors (see Map 2), but these narrow 
isolated from those further north as White-throated corridors appear insufficient to entice White-throated 
Treecreepers are rarely, if ever, recorded on the Treecreepers away from their preferred habitat of larger 
intervening plains. These plains are crisscrossed with patches of forest and woodland. 


thousands of kilometres of planted and remnant 


6 Geelong Naturalist June 2022 


Map 2 The thin, dark lines are vegetation corridors, both planted and remnant, near Ombersley. This pattern of vegetation comidors is 
typical of the plains west of Geelong (eBird). There were no records of White-throated Treecreeper on the 53 checklists submitted to 


eBird for this area for the period 2017—2021 


Small populations of White-throated Treecreeper persist 
in the Inverleigh Nature Conservation Reserve, the 
Bannockburn Bushland Reserve, the You Yangs and 
Eynesbury Forest. The Eynesbury Forest is the smallest 
of these reserves at approximately three-square 
kilometres, which may indicate a lower limit to the size of 
an isolated woodland capable of supporting a population 
of White-throated Treecreepers in this region. 


The modern distribution of White-throated Treecreepers in 
the Geelong region appears little changed from that of 
more than a century ago. Belcher, in his 1914 book The 
Birds of the District of Geelong, Australia (p. 315) noted 
that ‘The species is very common from Torquay westward 
right into the Otway forest; and equally so in the bush at 
Anakie. In the Queenscliff Road bush it is becoming 
extinct with the cutting out of the timber. One or two pairs 
are established at the Dog Rocks. 


In line with Belcher's prediction, White-throated 
Treecreepers have become extinct on the Bellarine 
Peninsula, with the last record from the Ocean Grove 
Nature Reserve being made on 26 February 2003 
(Hewish 2005). However, a single bird photographed at 
Reedy Lake on 19 January 2016 (eBird) shows that it is 
not beyond hope that the species will re-colonise the 


peninsula should sufficient habitat be restored. 
Occasional records are still received from the Dog Rocks 
area (Batesford) with one being recorded on the adjacent 
property of Yarto on 24 April 2021 (eBird). 


Acknowledgements 

Thanks go to the many people, including many club 
members, who submit their observations to eBird and 
other public citizen-science databases, and especially to 
those who make the effort to survey all corners of our 
region. 
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Note (Map 2): 
1. Not counting copies of checklists shared with others. 


Tax-deductible donations can be made to the Geelong Field Naturalists Environment Fund at any time. 
Donations will be used for the environmental purposes of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Donate by electronic funds transfer: 
CBA Account BSB 063 633 Account No. 1028 7433 


Please ensure that the transfer is identified with your name and that it is a donation to the GFN Environment 
Fund. We will issue you with a numbered receipt suitable for taxation purposes. Donations of $2.00 or more are 


tax-deductible. 
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May butterfly report 
Valda Dedman 


MI eadow Argus are still around in late May, which is and will probably only disappear for a few weeks in 
most unusual. Yellow Admirals are a constant. The August. 

last of the Common Browns were seen at the You Yangs 
with no other species present. Australian Painted Ladies 
also disappeared at the end of April. The Blues are 
usually the last of the groups to appear in the season. 


Observers: 

AHn, Angus Hartshorn; BSm, Brett Smith; DE, Deborah 
Evans; DTy, David Tytherleigh; GP, Graham 
Possingham; JN, John Newman; JPo, Jenny 

There were three separate records of Monarchs. Possingham; KBr, Karyn Brown; MHe, Marilyn Hewish; 
Cabbage Whites have been around throughout the year TFI, Tom Fletcher; TZa, Troy Zanker. 


a ie ci 
on edge of Geelong Golf Course. 
poe em tearing Sy sae. [7 
boxthorn middle of day in bright sun. 
Geelong Botanic Gardens | Two in prime condition; one in 
ragged state and translucent; feeding | KBr 
in the central flower garden. 
species was doing some years ago 
(reported). 


29;4/22 Belchers Lane One gliding over saltmarsh. DTy, TZa, 
Barwon Heads 


WO 


KBr 
2/5/22 | Western Treatment Plant | One at the car park near Lake Borrie. | GP, JPo 
oo 26/4/22 | Belmont | One; calm, sunny morning | BSm _ 

Yellow Admiral One; sunning in tree canopy on 
northern border. Butterfly appeared 
to be in in good condition. 


5/5/22 Geelong Botanic Garden E 


| 
eC To 
sunshine. 
Wandana Heights. 
Happy Valley car park in open Grey Box woodland. 


15/5/22 Highton Three of these flying close to ground | J 
and perching in exposed dirt on 
footpath/paddock; sunny but strong 
cold wind. 

[E 
el 


JN 
JN 
N 


21/5/22 At least three in roadside grass. 


= 
L 


GP, JPo 
2 
lower part of the You Yangs. 
midday in bright sun. 
oo 218/22 | Jerringot i Three inbrightsun, | JN 
Common Grass-blue At least three seen on nature strip in 
full sun. 


Winter Wader Count 


2-3 July 2022 


The Winter Wader and Waterbird Count will be held this year on Saturday 2 July and Sunday 3 July, covering the 
complex of wetlands encompassing Lake Connewarre, Hospital Swamp, Reedy Lake, Swan Bay and the 
Barwon Coast. 


No experience is needed and newcomers will be teamed up with one or more of our many experienced regular 
surveyors. Winter counts monitor the numbers of predominantly juvenile migratory shorebirds, as well as our endemic 
shorebirds and the full suite of waterbirds. 


If you are interested please contact John Newman 0409 955 313 microhouse3@qmail.com.au 


8 Geelong Naturalist June 2022 


OBP (Orange-bellied Parrot) Mainland Release Trial Program 2022—Bellarine 
Peninsula report (dated May 26) 


ELWP, Zoos Victoria, Moonlit Sanctuary, BirdLife 

Australia, Melbourne Water, Parks Victoria, 
Corangamite CMA, the Tasmanian Government and 
Adelaide Zoo are partnering to deliver a Mainland 
Release Trial in Victoria, with the hope of once again 
having flocks of OBPs in our coastal habitats. 


This year the release program is slightly different with 
releases staggered over May and a greater focus on the 
trialling of new tracking technology. We have undertaken 
two releases at Lake Connewarre. The first 12 birds were 
released on May 9. These birds were sourced from NRE 
Tasmania (Department of Natural Resources and 
Environment) and Adelaide Zoo and spent seven days in 
on-site aviaries before release. 


23/5/22 


Photo: Craig Morley 


Most of the first group of birds have remained in the area 
(11/12 detected in the area two weeks post release). Most 
have been observed regularly near the aviaries. They are 
making use of a nearby shelterbelt and have been 
observed foraging on Austral Seablite and Sea 
Barley-grass, as well as Beaded Glasswort and Shrubby 
Glasswort in the adjacent saltmarsh. Unfortunately, the 
partial remains of one released bird were recovered on 
May 16. The bird had been predated by a bird of prey 
(possibly a Hobby). 


Over the survey weekend of May 21—22 the mornings 
dawned foggy and cold. These conditions soon gave way 
to wonderfully sunny days across the Bellarine Peninsula. 
There were numerous highlights with observers getting 
out into habitat that is not always the ‘first choice’ for a 
day out birding. With sincere thanks to those who 
volunteered (and those who were ready to volunteer) their 
time, energy and expertise to assist. All greatly 
appreciated! 


The five migrant Orange-bellied Parrots—a mixture of 
wild-bred adult and juveniles and captive-bred juveniles 
(released at Melaleuca Feb. 2022)—seen at Lake 
Connewarre, were clearly a huge thrill for all concerned! 


Sarah Agterhuis, Rachel Pritchard, 
Michael Magrath, Craig Morley 


he + ty - ika r £, p mS 
Wild-bred juvenile female Orange-bellied Parrot feeding on 
Austral Seablite, 5/22 


Photo: Craig Morley 


There were numerous Blue-winged Parrots seen across 
several sites. Final tallies have not been made though 
flocks of 35+ and 150+ were noted. 


Three Brolgas greeted grateful observers at Belchers 
Lane and a Spotless Crake was a lovely find out on the 
saltmarsh of Lake Connewarre. Great Egrets were noted 
along with numerous and widespread Striated Fieldwrens 
and, of course, it wouldn't be late autumn in these 
habitats without some attendant Flame Robins. Nankeen 
Kestrels and Brown Falcons were remarked upon, as 
were breeding Black-shouldered Kites. One very keen 
and well-prepared observer had an interesting—dare we 
say extraordinary—highlight looking through the 
telescope to see in one view, in a broad clump of Tangled 
Lignum, one of each of these species: Little Grassbird, 
Golden-headed Cisticola, Brown Thornbill, Superb 
Fairywren, Striated Fieldwren and Southern Emuwren. 


The second release group comprising eight 
Orange-bellied Parrots from NRE Tasmania was released 
on May 23 after spending six days in the on-site aviaries. 


A primary objective of these releases is to trial the 
effectiveness of a fixed-receiver-station tracking system. 
Five receiver stations have been positioned in the release 
area (about 1.5—2.0 km apart), and each of the 20 
released birds were fitted with a 0.7 g coded VHF 
transmitter mounted on the base of their tail. This should 
allow us to detect the birds while they remain in the area 
for up to two months (or until the tag drops off). We also 
plan to undertake some detection range trials using 
transmitters positioned at known locations and on drones. 
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Fixed Receiver station, Lake Connewarre, 
5/22 
Photo: Sarah Agterhuis 
In addition to these tracking activities, monitoring has 
identified six wild migrants that have been seen at this 
site: 
8 Silver Black S, a wild-bred adult female, first 
observed with some Blue-winged Parrots on April 8. 


° Silver Green E, a wild-bred adult male, first 
observed with Blue E Blue (a 2021 mainland 
release male) on April 14. 


e Orange G Black, a juvenile female bred at Healesville 
Sanctuary and released in early 2022 at Melaleuca in 
SW Tasmania. She was first observed on April 22 with 
Blue E Blue and Silver Green E. 


e Red Gold J, a wild-bred juvenile male, first observed 
with a flock of 15—20 Blue-winged Parrots on May 10. 


e Red Gold D, a wild-bred juvenile female, first observed 
feeding on Austral Seablite and Sea Barley-grass on 
May 15. 


e Black T Black, a juvenile male bred at NRE, and 
released in early 2022 at Melaleuca in SW Tasmania, 
first observed on May 18 feeding with migrants Red 
Gold D and Red Gold J. 


In addition, Blue E Blue, an adult male from the group 
released at Lake Connewarre in 2021 was first seen this 
year on April 14 with wild adult male Silver Green E. This 
is the first time he had been seen since late July 2021. 
We hope that birds from the second release group join 
birds from the previous release and the natural migrants 
to create a large flock. It is over 20 years since a flock of 
15 or more OBPs have been recorded in their 
non-breeding range. 


Bird Group excursion report—Pt Addis, Ironbark Basin and Track, 
and Koori Cultural Walk 


26 May 2022 


O n a mild Thursday morning with a light NNE wind 
after light rain overnight, 12 GFNC members 
(including two fresh new faces) gathered on the 
boardwalk at the east end of Pt Addis Road where it 
meets the sea. Previous to the arrival of the bulk of 
members, a couple of keen observers driving down the 
hill observed four Fallow Deer; two males with antlers and 
two females—a troubling sight. 


After acknowledging the land of the Wadawurrung, birds 
were quickly observed including; Silver Gull, Pacific Gull, 
Australasian Gannet, Little Pied Cormorant, White-faced 
Heron, Eastern Spinebill, White-browned Scrubwren and 
Silvereye. 


Eyes were soon cast towards the sea where four 
Bottlenose Dolphins were putting on a show, leaping up 
out of the water, turning and rolling on their sides and 
crashing back into the ocean—a joyous and wonderful 
sight. 


Brad Ferrier 


Shortly thereafter, we regrouped and discussed the 
geology and landform. Pt Addis has many and varied 
geological events but most apparent is the Late Tertiary 
deposits back to around 20 mya and young Quaternary 
deposits in the last 2mya. There is much evidence today 
of the oxidation of iron in soils and the existing red earth 
that comprises the Ironbark Basin. Also mentioned was 
the old Jarosite mine where red/orange/iron extractive 
products were used as pigments in paints and other 
applications. 


We departed the boardwalk enroute to our vehicles 
noticing the almost bonsai affects on the cliff top 
vegetation, driven by wind and salt deposition. Several 
Eastern Grey Kangaroos were seen on the fence line of 
private property to our south. After parking our cars at the 
Koori Cultural Walk we headed into the bush. 


Notable birds along our route included: 


Laughing Kookaburra | Crescent Honeyeater Spotted Pardalote Golden Whistler 
Crimson Rosella New Holland Honeyeater Striated Pardalote Grey Fantail 


Superb Fairywren 


White-eared honeyeater White-browed Scrubwren | Eastern Yellow Robin 


Eastern Spinebill White-naped honeyeater Brown Thornbill 
Red Wattlebird Brown-headed Honeyeater | Grey Shrikethrush 


Upon reaching a small look out platform high up on the 
upper rim of the basin looking down over the beach and 
out across Bass Strait, we turned around and headed 
back to our starting point. 
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Next joy of the day was lunch at the car park near the top 
of the road of the upper Ironbark Basin. 


With full stomachs and an injection of caffeine a few 
members departed for the day. Others then continued on 


down into the Ironbark Basin walk. A very noisy environment greeted us with lots of birds including: 


Kea i, 
m a ia 
eerie [Beco eee | er Bina | 


After almost two hours our remaining group walked the return loop back to our parked vehicles. A very enjoyable day 
was had by all who participated. 


Notable plants on the day: 


Notable fungi on the day: 


Ramaria sp. Coral Fungi 


Above: Ramaria sp. Coral fungus 


Photo: Brad Ferner 


Top right: Eastern Yellow Robin 
Bottom right: White-throated Treecreeper 


Photos: Karyn Brown 
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Fauna survey report—Sparrovale Wetland Reserve 
5—8 May 2022 


Southern Brown Tree Frog 8/5/22 


— = £ 


ntroduction 

This survey was carried out on the newly established 
Sparrovale Wetland Reserve, managed by the City of 
Greater Geelong. The Council acquired 500 hectares of 
land to provide for the capture and treatment of urban 
stormwater runoff from the Armstrong Creek development 
area. The natural and constructed wetlands will occupy 
around 200 hectares with all areas subject to flooding at 
times from the Barwon River (City of Greater Geelong). 
Whilst extensive bird reports are available, very little 
information is available on the mammals in the area. 


Method 

40 Elliot traps were placed in a loop along the levy bank, 
across some lignum bushes, and back along the Barwon 
River. Traps were baited with the standard peanut butter, 
oat and golden syrup balls. Bedding and rainproof covers 
were also used. 


Results 

6 May—No animals found. One Red Fox observed. 

/ May—sSix House Mice caught. 

8 May—Five House Mice caught. Six Spotted Marsh Frogs 
and three Southern Brown Tree Frogs were found under 


Bird List (taken on 8 May) 
Black Swan 


Pacific Black Duck 12 


Grey/Chestnut Teal 

Hoary-headed Grebe Nankeen Kestrel 

Crested Pigeon Brown Falcon 
ee jA 


Swamp Harrier 


Brolga 
Ll o Ki 
silver Gull 40 Red-rumped Parrot 


Superb Fairywren 
Red Wattlebird 


Australian Pelican ka 


White-faced Heron 


Spotted Marsh Frog 8/5/22 


Whistling Kite 


bassist all 
pa | See ee 


Tracey Hinton 


Photos: Tracey Hinton 


rocks. A Red Fox was seen running in the wetlands and 
deer droppings were observed. 


One movement-activated camera was set on 8 May, and 
collected on 12 May. One mammal was photographed 
that appeared to be a Black Rat; however, the images 
were not clear enough to provide a positive identification 


Further investigation on the site is planned. 


Thanks 

Thanks to Donna Smithyman, City of Greater Geelong, 
for allowing access to the site; to Barry, Bernie, Phil, 
Alison, Lothar, Wendy, Michael, Ben, Trevor, George and 
Chrissy for helping set up, monitor and pack up traps. 
Thanks also to Chrissy Freestone for compiling the bird 
list. 


References: 
City of Greater Geelong Sparrovale Wetland Reserve, 
accessed 28 May 2022 hitps://bit.ly/3PUDIYb 


Permits The survey was carried out in accordance with 
our WSIAEC project approval 38.21 and DELWP permit 
10010270. 


Black-shouldered Kite e New Holland Honeyeater 
4 


5 
Striated Fieldwren A 
Black-faced Cuckooshrike 
Grey Butcherbird 
Australian Magpie 
Willie Wagtall 
Magpie-lark 


1 
3 Eurasian Skylark 3 
> 


x oer 7 
pp 


Little Raven 


X 
Psi is 
Cattle Egret White-plumed Honeyeater Welcome Swallow 


Royal Spoonbill White-fronted Chat 


Note: X indicates bird/s present by no numbers recorded. 
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May fauna report 


his month, for perhaps the first time since we have 

been recording monthly mammal records, the 
majority of sightings have been of introduced species. 
Fallow Deer, Feral Pigs, cats, foxes, rabbit and Brown 
Hares have been seen. Add to that House Mice and 
possibly a Black Rat at Sparrovale—a total of eight 
species. By contrast there are seven natives! 


Short-beaked Echidna: one observed on 26 April beside 
Gundry’s Road, Anglesea, where it had dug in tightly 
against a log (GGt). On a visit to my house at Yaugher on 
13 May | was surprised to find that there had been a 
visitor in the day before—there were extensive areas of 
‘ploughing’ where an Echidna had been feeding. It had 
found its way into the garden which has a wire-netting 
fence around it to keep wallabies out, and then had 
somehow pushed its way out. Some of the deepest 
diggings were where | knew there had been bull-ant nests 
(TP). 


Agile Antechinus: a fleeting image of one on a camera 
set in the burnt area at Yaugher on 13 May was welcome 
(TP for GFNC). 


Swamp Wallaby: one was observed at Point Addis near 
the toilet-block carpark on 26 May (TZa,KBr). 


Eastern Grey Kangaroo: on 9 May at least 100 were 
noted in paddocks off Gundry’s Road, Anglesea (GGt); a 
large male was seen on the 4th green of The Sands golf 
course at Torquay on 17 May (GGt). Three were noted 
near Belcher’s Lane, Lake Connewarre, on 21 May during 
the Orange-bellied Parrot count (JN, 1Za,KBr,BFr) and on 
the following day a group of 18 were seen on the grassy 
south perimeter of the Breamlea saltmarsh (BFr). Then on 
26 May 18 were present on farmland adjacent to Point 
Addis (T Za,KBr,BFr). On 31 May 10 hopped across 
Lease Road in the Brisbane Ranges at 3.30 p.m. (RAu). 


(Brad Ferrier has also been recording his kangaroo 
observations at Balliang. These will be summarised later 
as they include many interesting features of the kangaroo 
‘mob’. ) 


Lesser Long-eared Bat: one inadvertently disturbed in a 
shed on private property in Willowite Road, Paraparap. It 
was attached to a shirt in a rack of shirts! (CFr,GA). 


Bush Rat: the cameras set in the burnt area at Yaugher 
caught one image of the species on 13 May (TP for 
GFNC). 


House Mouse: 11 were caught during the fauna survey 
at Sparrovale 5—8 May. 


Black Rat: one recorded on a movement-activated 
camera at Sparrovale on 12 May. 


Red Fox: many records from Balliang between 7—23 May 
of one or two individuals working over paddocks, 


Trevor Pescott for the Fauna Group 


searching for rodents, invertebrates and other food. They 
were beautifully furred animals (BFr). 


Feral Cat: on 20 May at 7.00 a.m. one was seen crossing 
the road at Balliang (BFr). 


Fallow Deer: on 15 May a distant view of an adult and 
young deer crossing a road in the Anglesea Heath were 
probably this species (GGt). Then on 26 May four—two 
males with antlers and two does—were seen at Point 
Addis during the GFNC Bird Group excursion. Extensive 
damage to trees by the males antlers was conspicuous 
(T Za). Three ran from thick bush across Lease Road in 
the Brisbane Ranges at 3.36 p.m. on 31 May (RAu). 


Feral Pig: one female with four young was seen in the 
Wombat State Forest (SF) on 9 May. ‘While walking up a 
gully towards Firth Road | observed a sow with 4 piglets. 
When she noticed me, she ran off and started calling her 
piglets’. On 23 May another was seen in the Wombat SF. 
It was a large, very dark coloured animal (RAu). 


European Hare: one observed at Bannockburn on 30 
April (LPh). One crossed Old Boundary Road, Anakie on 
3 May (BFr), and on 21 May one was near Belcher's 
Lane, Lake Connewarre (BFr,JN, T Za,KBr). 


European Rabbit: two were observed near Belcher’s 
Lane, Lake Connewarre on 21 May (BFr). 


Bottle-nosed Dolphin species: on 26 May at least four 
were seen about 200 m off the Pt Addis headland below 
the boardwalk (T Za for GFNC). 


There are a small number of amphibian and reptile 
sightings as follows: 


Eastern Smooth Frog: several heard at Gum Flats on 28 
April (GP,JPo). 


southern Brown Tree Frog: one heard calling during 
rain at Jan Juc on 26 May (GGt), and one calling at 
Yaugher on 29 May (TP). 


Eastern Three-lined Skink: on 20 May three were found 
under tiles at Little River Ripley Reserve (TP). 


Southern Water Skink: one found at Buckley Falls on 29 
May (LBr). 


Lowland Copperhead: on 29 May a small individual was 
seen at Lake Gherang; it was surprisingly active on a cold 
(11°C) day (BML,BL). 


Observers: 

BL, Barry Lingham; BML, Bernadette Lingham; BFr, Brad 
Ferrier; CFr, Chrissy Freestone; GA, George Appleby; 
GGt, Geoff Gates; GP, Graham Possingham; JPo, Jenny 
Possingham; KBr, Karyn Brown; LBr, Lance Breguet; 
LPh, Lorraine Phelan; RAu, Ross Auchettl; TP, Trevor 
Pescott; I Za, Troy Zanker. 
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W a lot of the March—April bird migration having 
settled (with one or two notable exceptions— 
please read on!) and well documented in recent Geelong 
Naturalist bird observations and online records, now Is a 
time for seeing birds in more regular winter locations. It 
has been great to get out on formal surveys such as the 
May Orange-bellied Parrot survey (see pp. 9—10) as well 
as informal visits to our favourite local haunts. 


Our local area is rich in coastal saltmarsh and wetlands 
and it is no surprise that birders regularly seek out such 
sites. It was great to hear of an Australasian Bittern 
seen at Hospital Swamp and three Brolgas at nearby 
Reedy Lake. Out at Avalon saltmarsh a small flock of 16 
Banded Stilts was seen and the Barwon River estuary 
held a nice flock of 32 Double-banded Plovers. This is 
the time of year when small flocks of Sanderling can 
occasionally be seen on our coast at Blue Rocks rather 
than 1—2, so a flock of 12 at this site was a great record 
this month. 


Cattle Egrets have been observed in low numbers—up 
to eight—across several locations, namely Ocean Grove, 
Leopold and St Albans Park. Higher numbers further 
afield included 40 with dairy cattle at Deans Marsh and 
48 at Colac Saleyards. 


It's always a great experience to chance upon 
Gang-gang Cockatoos and small flocks of up to 13 birds 
have been sighted at several places around Highton. Ina 
similar vein Flame Robins have been reported from Lake 
Connewarre and Mt Gellibrand to name just two 
locations. An Australian King-Parrot in Anglesea was a 
Surprise and two Chestnut-rumped Heathwrens, also in 
Anglesea, was pleasing for this elusive heathland gem. 
We do not get too many records submitted of Crested 
Shrike-tit, so two birds along the Barwon River at 
Fyansford was a great record of a species that can be 
very hard to pin down. A few Dusky Woodswallows 
were still present late in May at locations such as Rice 
Reserve, the You Yangs and St Leonards. A Rose 
Robin at Bellbrae is a good record for late May and 
nearby two separate sightings of Powerful Owls were 
the product of much careful habitat checking. These 
glorious large forest owls can be remarkably hard to see 
despite their huge size and May-June is the time that 
pairs are beginning to nest in large hollows. Writing of 
nesting, it's always exciting to note successful breeding 
of Black-shouldered Kites. An adult with two young 
buff-coloured birds were observed near Colac. 


Great numbers of Stubble Quail have been recorded, 
with up to 16 birds recorded at Balliang and lower 
numbers elsewhere, including Lake Connewarre. And 
speaking of noteworthy numbers of birds, two fortunate 
observers at Eclipse Creek, Brisbane Ranges remarked 
about their ‘local record’ of a flock of at least 40 
Red-browed Finches. An astounding flock of 110 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoos at Belmont was a 
phenomenal sight, as was a flock of at least 90 of these 
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May bird observations—some highlights 


John Newman and Craig Morley 


majestic and captivating birds navigating downstream 
along the Barwon River Valley at sunset on eBird Global 
Big Day. We've already mentioned Lake Connewarre 
several times and it's exciting to note an adult Eastern 
Spinebill observed in dead vegetation in late April and a 
record of an adult male and female Cape Barren Geese 
flying north-east across Lake Connewarre on 29 May. 


A Spangled Drongo—possibly a first-year bird—has 
bobbed up at Anglesea on 22 and 25 April. This 
observation perhaps reinforces the point we postulated in 
our May 2021 Bird Observations (Newman and Morley) 
that there is a curious phenomenon going on where 
some individuals of this species undergo what is known 
as reversed-direction migration and come further south- 
west from south-eastern N.S.W. instead of the usual 
movement to the north-east at this time of year. 


Another most unexpected migrant passing through our 
area was eight White-browed Woodswallows at St 
Leonards on 12 May, recorded with an unequivocal 
description in eBird https://ebird.org/checklist/ 
0109724420. This record is all the more extraordinary as 
we did not enjoy a ‘woodswallow spring’ where this 
species and, sometimes, Masked Woodswallows flood 
across our skies on days of warm northerlies in October 
and early November. In fact, we had few if any records of 
this species in our region over spring and summer. This 
begs the question in relation to the 12 May group that 
with some Dusky Woodswallows (an unusual 
occurrence in its own right to have the Dusky species 
apparently mixing with their White-browed cousins} 
where did they come from and where were they going? 


Let's finish off this month with a brief return to eBird 
Global Big Day. It was most pleasing to see many 
members and friends getting out there on 14 May to 
enjoy ‘our birds’. 


132 species recorded for Greater Geelong 


https://ebird.org/region/AU-VIC-GGE? 
vr=BIGDAY 2022a&m=é&rank=lrec 


42 species recorded for Surf Coast 


https://ebird.org/region/AU-VIC-SUR? 
yr=BIGDAY 2022a&m=é&rank=lrec 


26 species Golden Plains 


https://ebird.org/region/AU-VIC-GOL? 
yr=BIGDAY 2022a&m=4&rank=lrec 


Many thanks to all the observers who have taken the 
trouble to submit their interesting bird records this month 
and every month, sharing with fellow enthusiasts and 
continuing to build the rich picture of what the different 
seasons bring to our wonderful area. 


References: 

Newman, J. and Morley, C. (2021) May 2027 bird 
observations—some highlights, GFNC website, 
accessed 1 June 2022 https://bit.ly/3x1v0q5 


DETAILS 


10 x weekly class sessions (3 hrs) 


LL 4 x Field sessions (4 hrs) 
ee = Open to all over 18 years of age 


NATURES T EWARDS WHERE & WHEN 


—— LEARN ° CONNECT - ACT —— Leopold Community Hub, Leopold 
23" July to 1* October 


~ 
A 
-a 


(excl. AFL long weekend) 


COST 
City of Greater Geelong resident 
S140 Full fee 


S70 Concession* 


Non-resident 
$350 Full fee 
S90 Concession* 


(*Concession: health care card holders, full time students, 
pensioner) 


Applications close 9* July 


For more information & to APPLY 


www.naturestewards.org.au 


Outdoors ——_— 
Victoria be VE OA Caiit 
GEELONG 
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GFNC excursion 
Sunday 19 June 2022 


Point Lonsdale rock platforms and dune limestones 
Leader: Deborah Evans 


The safely accessible cliffs at Point Lonsdale are considered a site of regional geological significance, illustrating the 
climatic changes that affected our coastline during the Pleistocene. We will take advantage of the predicted low tide by 
starting with a chance to explore the rock pools on the exposed rock platform, before viewing the geology in the cliffs 
along the beach. Time and weather permitting, we can also inspect the vegetation along the cliff top and/or look for 
seabirds from the lighthouse lookout. 


Meet: 9.00 a.m. at the Point Lonsdale Lighthouse car park. 


Bring: Footwear suitable for rock walking and a change of dry shoes for the beach. Morning tea, drinks and lunch. 
Hat/beanie, clothing to match the weather, binoculars, telescope, camera. 


Finish: Around 2.00 p.m. 
Contact: Deborah Evans 0424 292 447 or 5243 8687 


Bird Group excursion 
Thursday 23 June 2022 


Lara and surrounds 
Leader: Lynne Clarke 


We will meet at Lara Lakes where we expect to find Cape Barren Geese chicks at various stages of development 
being carefully shepherded by their parents, as well as plenty of water birds. We will then proceed to the exquisite 
Kevin Hoffman Walk where the beautiful planting attracts many bush birds. If time permits, and we expect that it will, 


we will continue to Serendip Sanctuary for as many treats as we have time for—hopefully including Restless 
Flycatchers. 


Meet: 9.00 a.m. at the car park near the Lara Aquatic Centre, on the corner of Forest Road and Bank Street, Lara. 
Bring: Binoculars, water, morning tea and/or lunch, and a seat. Wear appropriate clothing for the weather. 


Finish: around 12 p.m. 


Contact: Lynne Clarke 0439 390 801 alynneclarke@qmail.com 


Next fauna survey 


The next survey is scheduled for Thursday 9—Sunday 12 June. Given the current spell of cold, wet weather it may be 
advisable to carry out a reduced activity. 


We have been invited to carry out a fauna survey on Barwon Water land, Stephens Road, Bannockburn as part of the 


CCMA Grassy Eucalypt Woodland (GEW) project, but we are yet to have the ‘induction’ required so the site may not 
yet be available for us. 


Another area that we could investigate is the third most southerly part of the Bannockburn Bushland Reserve. In both 
cases laying out a tile grid and setting up cameras may be the most feasible activities for this month. 


SO let's try this: 


Saturday 11 June 

Meet: 9.00 a.m. at the south end of Old Base Road, Bannockburn, underneath the high voltage power lines. We can 
have a closer look at the Bannockburn Bushland south block, and set out a tile grid if this is feasible. If we have the 
go-ahead to visit Barwon Water land we can go there later in the morning. 


There are several tile grids already in existence on the Bannockburn Bushland centre block so these could also be 
checked. 


Contact: Trevor Pescott ppescott@qmail.com 
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Coming events 


lf we need to cancel anything that is listed here we'll announce it via the Newsletter, website and Facebook. 


JULY 2022 
2—3 Winter Wader count: John Newman 
5 General Meeting: Peter Menkhorst—History of Koala 


conservation in Victoria 

7-10 Fauna survey 

12 Plant Group: In recess 

18 Meeting (Mon): Program Subcommittee 

21 Bird Group: Jessica McLachlan—New Holland 
Honeyeaters 

23—24 Orange-bellied Parrot Survey—Craig Morley 

25 Meeting (Mon): Conservation Group 

28 Bird Group Excursion: Grasstree Park, Pt Impossible and 
Breamlea 


GFNC COMMITTEE 2022-2023 


JUNE 2022 
T General Meeting: Mark Bachmann—Nature Glenelg 
Trust—aims, history and success stories 

11 Fauna survey: Bannockburn Bushland Reserve 

14 Plant group: In recess 

16 Bird Group: Rachel Pritchard—Dusky Woodswallow 

19 Excursion: Pt Lonsdale rock platforms and dunes 

20 Meeting (Mon): Committee 

23 Bird Group Excursion: Lara Lake and surrounds 
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